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Parish Agreements Statement.

Cumbria County Council is aware of the desire of Parish Councils and other
voluntary bodies to undertake works on the highway for the benefit of the
community. We are currently gathering together information surrounding the
existing agreements that are already in place for a variety of works, such as
verge maintenance, lengthsman agreements and winter maintenance
agreements, to understand the nature and extent of these agreements prior to
entering into any new agreements. The verge maintenance agreements were a
trial for 1 year only (2017) and have been placed on hold until this review is
completed.

In understanding the agreements that the County Council has with various
organisations both Cumbria County Council and the third party organisation
need to have absolute clarity surrounding the legal obligations with regard to
Health and Safety. As with many things in life, agreements do need to be
reviewed from time to time. Previous agreements may have been suitable at
the time but continuing as if everything is fine is not a responsible course of
action. Should an accident, or worse still a fatality, occur all parties need to
have absolute clarity of their legal responsibilities and liabilities. Legislative
changes have resulted in a lack of clarity with existing agreements and
Cumbria County Council is taking safety and legal advice. Whilst this process
is ongoing no new arrangements can be entered into.

Once this review has been concluded, which we aim to achieve very early in
the new year we will be able to advise 3 rd parties if new arrangements, or
replacements to existing arrangements, can be entered into. Where this is
possible, we will enter a dialogue with 3 rd parties who will no doubt also wish
to consider the legal liabilities placed upon them before new agreements are
entered into.

We do appreciate that this delay is frustrating and hope to be in a position to
contact 3rd parties in the new year.


